
One minute guide  
Regulation 44 Visits of Children’s Homes 

No. 32, April 2017 

What is a Regulation 44 Visit? 

It is essential part of the local authority’s role as corporate parent (guide) that we 

make sure children’s homes run by the Local Authority are safe for looked after 
children and that their needs are met.   
 

One way in which we do this is by carrying out Regulation 44 (Children’s Homes 

England Regulations 2015) visits by an independent person. These are monitoring 
visits and are made to each of our children’s homes, including our Regional      

Secure Children’s Home, every month.  These visits were previously referred to 
as Regulation 33 visits under the Children’s Homes (England) Regulations of 

2001. 
 

We have a specific officer to carry out these visits and we call this person the  

Regulation 44 Visitor.  
 

The key function of their role is to critically scrutinise: 
 

The way that the children’s home is managed; and 
 

The quality of care that the children’s home provides for children.               

What does a Regulation 44 Visit involve? 

As part of the visit, the Regulation 44 Visitor will speak with the children          

accommodated there, their parents, relatives and the home’s staff in order to 
form an opinion as to whether the children are effectively safeguarded and that 

the conduct of the children’s home promotes the wellbeing of the children. 
 

One important aspect of these visits is to scrutinise how the home is supporting 
children to enjoy and achieve.  

 
Also, the Regulation 44 Visitor will wish to be satisfied that the home has an     

effective approach to promoting positive behaviour. 
 

The visit involves inspection of the premises and the children’s home’s records.  
 

This must include examination of records about: 
 restraint  

 any disciplinary measures used; and 
logs of missing person’s reports at each visit  

 

to ensure that the home provides stable, safe and secure care. 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/docs/Corporate%20parenting.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/en/uksi/2015/541/regulation/44/madeC:/Users/20064909/Documents/Remote%20Assistance%20Logs
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/en/uksi/2015/541/regulation/44/madeC:/Users/20064909/Documents/Remote%20Assistance%20Logs


What happens after the visit? 

The Regulation 44 Visitor produces a written report about the visit. They provide 

a copy of the report to: 
 

 Ofsted  
 The registered provider (Leeds City Council) 

 The registered manager of the children’s home  
 The responsible individual (the Deputy Director Safeguarding, Specialist & 

 Targeted Services) 
 The placing authorities of children accommodated in the children’s home, 

 which is of particular relevance in Leeds as one of the homes is a Regional 
 Secure Children’s Home 
 

The report may recommend actions that the registered manager could take     

regarding the children’s home and timescales for deciding whether or not to take 
those actions. It is the responsibility of the registered manager to share the    

report with their staff. 
 

Issues highlighted in Regulation 44 visits are also reported to the Corporate  

Parenting Board (guide).  On receipt of this information, if the Corporate       
Parenting Board decide that anything needs to change, they have the power to 

request these changes and monitor progress. 

Who are the key contacts? 
 

This role is based in the Integrated Safeguarding Unit.  The Regulation 44 Visitor is 

Vanessa Hudson, who can be contacted via vanessa.hudson@leeds.gov.uk.   
 

Want to know more? 
 

The Children’s Homes (England) Regulations 2015 
 

Children’s Homes Regulations, including quality standards 2015 
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